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Learning Journal Wi
The Hetata, Evrocentrism and the Enlightenment 1:
Critigue of Max Weber

I his misoductzon 1o Fe Protesfant Evhie and the S3piri of Capitalisor, Max Weber
praises European cultures as the pinnacles of human civilisation:

“A product of modem European civilizmtion, studving any problem of universal history, 1s
luhl,:ﬂl,l Eid sk hi:lrm,:ll' 1o wliat n,mhi:m:'m ol l;ir:l.nhxmnl:vr,:l I!|'H: Fi!l,."l :.|'u:rq.|||,l l'ﬂ,: allrihuln':s,l that
in Western civilization, and m Western civilization only, culturl phenomena have appeared

which (as we like 1o think) lie in a line of development having universal significance and

value!™

According to Weber, European intellectunds, as masters of “empirical knowledge®.”
have the exclusive ability 1o construct the “universal significance and value’.” To convey such
Ewrocentric sdeologics, Weber vehemently denounces non-Earopean cultures and knowledge
as insubstantial, incomplete, and frgmemed. To specify. Weber implies that African and Asian
scholarships are mierior to the mitellectual imtegnty of Europe, which {supposaldly ) has its roots
in Hellenistic and Renaissance mbonality. Throughouwt his writing, Weber portrays Europe as
the sole cultural sh that incorporates, clevaites, and substitmtes all culivres. This explicit
Eurocentrism i The Protestand Etvic amd tve Spivit aof Capitaliss reminded me of Christina
Britrolakis® amalysis of the interconnection between World Fairs and imperialism.,

In “This Way fo the Echibition, Britzolakis charnctenses the World Fur as a political
means of mediating the imperial anxiety surrounding the wumulivous distance between the
Empire and the Colonies. To specify, she argues that World Fairs matygted the European fear
of losing economic and palitical control over the colomes. By displaving Afncan and Asian
artefacts, ammals, and people n European cities, World Furs framed the Empire as the
unchanging core of the global market. in which people could freely corsume colonial
commodities®, In addition, a5 sech exhibitions transiocated colonial landscapes into Europe,
they justified Westem colonin] conguest as o peacelul symchwonization of “global and local

spaces through an ideology of national and intemational progress* ™

1 Man Websth, The Prodeniznt Flbie o e Spirdd of Capetaloon, tans. by Taleon Parsois (New Yoik
Routledge, 24 ).
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¥ Uristing Bistaalakos, ““This Way 1o the Exhebhition': Genealogies of Uibai Spectacie in Jean Rhas's lnlervas
Fiction”, Tentsal Procaice, 2023 (2007,




To a certain extent, Weber's writing reiterates the colonial undertones of World Fairs:
He ranspons non-European arts and philosophies 1o the realm of European academia, only to
judge, consume, willingly misimerpret, distort. and pejoratively reconsiruct them in a way that
justifics his Eurocentric worldview. In addition, World Fairs and Weber®s writing equally
lienise Europe as the supreme intellectual leader responsible for rationalscientific
development of the entire humankind.

Learning Jourmal W2
The Hatata, Earocentrism and the Enlightenment 1z

In his gssay, Teodros Kiros refers 1o René Descaries and Zar®a Ya'agob as son! mates®,
for both valwed Reason as the uliimate key o navigating the world Nevenheless, the two
philesophers interpreted the human body from different viewpoints, propesing theones that
resulicd in contrasting politcal conssguences.

Descares cloimed that mind ond body, as independent entities, exent no influence on
cach other. Through this separation of the mendal from the phivsical, he provided room for secial
strafification in Europe. Under the influsnce of the Canesian philosophy, post-Enlightenment
Europe aggrandised rationality & a sign of “decency, dignity, and social duty™ that delivers
humans from tee vulgar instincts of the body. Consequently, corporsality becamie an indicator
of weakness and inferiority. while the intellect became the badge of superior fonitude. In a
similar vein, the authorities combined mind-body dualism with gender binary o mturalise
patriarchy. The patriarchal regime, drawing a polarising distinction betwoeen rrrly wiomen and
ratical men, msistod that men ought o goverst women for the sake of social hammony.
Comparably, the mwrlinking of Cartesian Rationahsm and  patmarchy further justified
imperialist domanions. To specify, European empires framed colonial and working-class people
as the efferminmate, shuggish, carnal Other that lacked the ntellectual capacity for self-
govermance, Thus, mand-body dualism secured the social privilege of white, middle-class,
iperial male citizens.

(i the contrary, Zar'a Ya'agob proposes a widely dissimilar idea about corporeality. In
Hatata (Tnguirv), he clanfies that God equally nurtures the “body and soul™ of the human.
Whereas post-Enlightenment European philosophers wamn about the lowliness of the flesh®,
Zar'a Ya'aqob praises the body as a divine creation that cannot be impure'”, Such revindication
of the body subsequently erases disempowenng stigmas on marginalised populations. First, as

¥ Tecudros Kiroes, “Fara Yacob: A Seventeesth-Cemtury Exhiopian Founder ol Modemity in Adrica”, in Exgplanarions
o Abrivan Poditical Thoughe: ddfemtibe. Commumity, Etbvdor {Onfordshiee: Tayloe & Frameis, 2001 35 p. 7.

T Allisom Pease. "Ouesiioeable Fagures: Swimbumoe"s. "Poens and Ballads. ™ Fiotores Poetry 3521 (1997, p. 44,
B Fara Ya'aqob and Walds Hewwal, The Hokrta Dsguiries: Teo Teot of Sevemleaomth-Cemury Afcan Philosniy
frwn Ehingse abour Beason, the Cromor, omd owe Ebionl! Begpon sibilines {De Gruyter: 20073), po 90,

¥ Allimon Pease. “(hoestiorable Figures: Swinbume"s *Poens and Ballads ™ Fletorian Poetry 350 (1997), p. 44
0 The Wabaie fequirics: Tew Terts of Sevewbeentl-Costury Africoe Pluiorophy free Etklopin abewd Reasow, e
Creator, amd oo Eibival Besponyibd bkes, pp 7577




Zar'a Ya'agob recognises sexual pleasures as the “foundation of life™™, he destabilises the
social labeo on menstruation. Many religions regard menstruating women as impure beings
whose dangerous sexuality can defile the masculine social orders. Contranily, Hamain poriravs
“[dhee] fow of blood'™™ as a sign of a woman's (sexual} bealth, which is “essemial™ o her
lifie." Such positive illustrations of menstruation challenge the religious customs that quamantine
menstruating women. Funhermore, Zar'a Yaagob's valsation of corporeality eoancides with
s l;l'll'iql,u: al x|.|.|.1.'|.-:r:|.', "l;., who behieves that Gad ordains humans o profect therr badses from
illness amnd defilement, emphasices that slavery is a violent assauli against the orders and
crealions of Ciol.

To conclude, the philosophy of Zar'a Ya sqob offers readers a critical insight into the
corre lsion between bady politics and socal discnmanation. In post-Enlightenment Europe, the
Cartesian dualism catalysed the systemic oppression of women and colonial individusls.
Contranly, as Lor"n Ya'oqob integrates the body and the mind, he tackles varous kinds of
socio-political scparatism.

Learning Jourmal W3
Against Diffusionism? Samuel Johnson®s Basvedos |

While reading Tie History of Rasseles, Prince of Abissinia, | was imingued by the scene
in which Rassclas leaves the rationalist philesopher who has become imrational due 1o grief for
his dead daugher:

“The prince, whose humaniy would ot suffer lnm o insel masery with reproal, went away,
convinced of the thetorical sound, and the inefficacy of polished periods and studicd
sentences™ ™

t]ur'lrlﬂ QAIr SemErekr, Yy I'clhr'w xlmh:m Hm.:qui.a dcm..nh:;l ki Wl.-:ll.n'n I:n'q,‘l'ln::t |1;r|.'|;.-
labelled people of colour as *subliiman”™ for centurscs. Considering such a historical context, |
believe that the sheer mention of an ;\b}'mim.ull eiwliviclual®s "|'H;.||.1|.a.r|i.'|':,"" could have been
unconventional in the era of European imperialism. To support my claim, | will cie T, B
Macaulay's aggressive review of The Hivtory of Rosseflas in his 1856 article:

" bid.
7 Fhid.
13 ghid
4 Samuel Jobeson, fee Wiy of Soesede, Prince of Ahlenbaio (Oxfond: Oncford University Press), podf




“But Johnson, not comten with wming filthy savages, ignorant of their leters and gorged
with raw steaks cut from living cows, into philosophers as elogquent and enlightened as
himself or his friend Burke, and inbo ladies as highly sccomplished as Mrs. Lennox or Mrs.

1% =

Sherpdan, iransfered the whaole domestic system of England to Egvpt .

in comrast w Macculay®s racist staement tha “flthy savages™ are mcomparable w
enlightened European philosophers, Fasselas performs a highly intellecmual 1ask of reasoning
the limitations of rationalist philosophy, Morcover, in opposition o the imperialist
denunciation of Alnican people as irclmgqurend beings, the prance of Abysamia fecls a
sophisticated emotion of pity wwards a person in distress, To a certain extent, Basselas” high
intellectunl capacity and complex emotions destabilise the hierarchical divide between the
masculine 'whitetmperaal muopality and the feminine/mon-white/colonial irratonality, which
Evropean empires created 1o justify colonialism, white supremacy, and patriarchy,

Learning Journal W4
Agalnst Diffusionism? Samuel Johnson's Ravselios 1

Hareful graifin in Wroclaw and “The Image of the Orient in Samuc] Johnson's Ravselas
72071 by Aladul s Al Khrizat

While crtiquing Islamophobia m Samuel Johnson s Rasselos, Abdulhafeth Al Khnsat
rermarks that negative porrayals of Ambs and Muslims in European literature encapsulate the
Western attempts to “deliver convincing evidence of the saperiority of Chrstianity to Islam'™.”
Howewer, after spending ten years in Poland, | came 10 think of Islamophobia as sheer mcism
mosquersding i a religis costume, To support my argument, | will briefly analyse o senies

of hate ful graffiti in the Polish ity of Wroclaw.,

kn Fehruary 2009, | saw an extremely offensive, anti-1slam graffin (Figure 1) while
passing umder a brdge. In this pant of Wroclaw, a person using ithe pscwdonym
“Dihez/Dihezowy™ vandalised multiple public propemies with similar hateful messages, 1T
[vihez wanted 10 express his bigoted religoes wleology, his graffin would have aicked 1he
diovcrines of non-Chastian religions, which are s tension with Polish Catholic commumitics.
However, near the hate mesage in Figure 1, Dibes left another grafTie specifically demeaaning
peogde of colour {Figure 2) regandless of their faiths,

"® Thoanas Babington Macaulay, “Samuel fohnson™ in Selecred Wrtings, ed_ John Clive and Thomas Pismey

(U mveraty of Chicages Press, 1972), p. 145

18 Ablalhafcth Al Kbneal, “The louge of the Dinent s Samoe] Johinass's Rasselas™, i Reveorch on Hemamilee
i Socdal Sedewees, 23 (201X,




Figure 1. Islamophobic gradfill found in Tedewsze Jielinskiego sireaf, Wrockw: [2013)

The gm!ﬁl!i m Flﬂ;l:m Y marked the coordinates =379 M, 27,15 I':'-'_, F-l,‘li:nllﬂl[ al a location m
the Acgean Sea, where seventeen Svnian refugees drowned while passing from Bodmm, Turkey,
o ||i|l'r|.'-'". t'-:m'c:v.TumdinH,I}'. mear this abhoment scribbile, Dhher wrole "|.:||'||-u|: :I]ITq..I'ul:,-':ﬂ'l'i'l,"
alluding o the momemt when the Polish govermment decuded o accept refugees. Such
|;||;ﬁ|1-'i|,:u1':|e confent of the p,r.:!"l"ll!i hited that [Dhber bod a motive other than mlig‘ium.
warmongering: He atempied 1o establish o discrimimatory hiemrchy between his Polish home
and the unstable, threatened country from which the Syrian refugees had to flee.

7 Mg Wk g ooaia commAansptacEiT S C R0 D000 Ite e 2 PeC 2 BLOE DD 0% 22E
L] Migrpwd ooy I7 gyl oroiew @fter Dol gl off  Taediah  cogy, BBC, 2005, |onheg)

2 L] W WAL I':"I (11 |I|\. TR '.'hl'l:l! R SALE LT




Frguwm 2, Anb-refuges grafili ound in Grabekeynses sreal, Wrockne [20159)

I do mot believe that Dikez demeaned Syria selely due fo the country’s Islamic faith.
According 1o my observation, his offensive messages overlap with other xenophobic and racast
gr.ﬂﬁl.l i the TegHIM, |:||.;I|,|-|J.'|n|:: Swasttka signs (Figure 3) and Celig Crosses (I"l]!l_nn.: 4 Used
as white supremacist symbols),




Figure 3. Swaslika sign on the wall of an elementary schoo! building in Wiodlaw. (20730

Figwre 4, Cailic Crosses noear my oid aparfmant budding in Gwiaddzista simal. Woolow
{20715)

Alfter ocquaring my bachelor’s degree of King's College London in 2022, | retumed to
Wroclaw, only to find the most homrific public hote message (Figure 51 This graffiti reads




“POLSEA TYLRO DLA BIALCH™, meaning “POLAND ONLY FOR THE WHITE PEOPLE.”
Therefore, it poinis 1o the shared roos of neo-MNazizm, racism, xenophobia, and Islamophobia
in Poland: The conservatists intend 1o consolidate their national identity by hashing the racial,
cthno-national, and cultural Other, From such a mentality, one can find explicit treces of
Orriemtalismy, retrvemiing the West via the OrientOecident dichotormy,

Figure 5 A gty soping © POLEKA TYLRD DLA BALCH [POLAND OWLY FOR THE WHITE PEQPLE)”, fownd
apar Gamirala Soretn Helom streel Wl [ 20327)

Thus, unlike Abdulbafieth Al Khnsat, | clasm that Islamophoban in Europe has closer
comnections to racism and xenophobia than 1o sctual religious tensions, For example, in
Wroclaw, some ctizens wsed Islamophobia to harass non-European people with darker
complexion, irmespective of their religious belicfs. Recalling my past years in the city, |
uploaded two rage-posis on my Instagram account | Figures & and Th




Wroclaw 2019-2020

: #nnEmgress #m:ist!;urgg;e

Half-memorised, half-vaporised '
ghost of xenophobic massacre
Hovers upon the ity 75 years after
its performative death.

m—

Network of signs formulatin

FI-\_..'.'J.'E' B In !.'In.:\.'.l:ll":k.’ ! wanted o cnirdise hoo Soime Folish imdsaduals F-'_I-'.'l‘li.:-]l":llﬁ:" wath
Nazism, afthough Nazis woiowsly femansed their couniry and s peogie




Figure 7. The sfory of my adolescent years

Learning Jourmal W45
A Bluck philosopher in 18th ceniury Ewrope = Anton Wilkelm Amao 1:
Creating an erasure poem o celebrate A frican artistic'philosophical histories

O of the most fascinating elements in Anton Wilhelm Amo’s dissertabion G He
Dmparsstvity of the Hioman MWird is that “The Rector and Council of the University of Wittenberg”
ithustrate Africn as the land of philesophy, which has “brought forth 8 great many very eminent




mien, by whose natural apiitude and devotion divine as nch as human wisdom has been taught.”
This staremient, challenging the racizt dehumanizstion of Africans as “filthy savages, ignosant
of their letiers (Macaulay, [865)7, reminded me of a meaningful question that my fellow
student Macquia posed during our seminar: 11 (a5 imperialists arguc) Africa docs not have
valuahle cultures or philosophies, why do Western empires keep plunderning the confinent™
Coherenly, when Wittenburg University affirms that European academia “owe|s] a debt™ 1o
Adrican leiters, they effectively destabilize the modem canonisation of Evropean diffusionsm,

To commemorate African contribition 1o transnationalirans-continental maodernity, |
transformed Wittenberg University’s letter {Figure 1) into a piece of erssune poetry”™ ( Figare
2L

Africa in the past had geval homsr, whather with regeed in By [Rertiley in
Pt | matiiril aptitude, devolon (o etlem, of piipos Weadhing. Fel 8
devimuen diving & mach o faman wiskim has e aughs. Noding eer
it BB 1ittecs OF 1A odF Cwh ESerrery Buia. beem facdged mefe sige in mansn
of il B, oo e sefmand in mannery, than |the wyings of ] Tevese of
Carthage. Flate bmshl spoma to have lropd sgain in the Socratic discosras of
Ajrahein of Madissi, in conterin gl s el sogiided Ul e il wier
drwidiad info factions, and thire were Apulons, whe damd o gomlrnd with
e Cloptvmians for primecy s cbogeenae. Andd s Christias desching bos
mary men came Keth in Alrce® 1 i ensough o mention te greatest of them.
Tervallon, Cyprss, Lmad Ciptatus el Midevis, Asgusene, o |allof | whom
anoniey of fivi] wies with beirniog of every kisd Thew messkils, oo,
mmartyidoms, couscils, &l prociasss e Addity esad conslincy with whish e
Afncas dogiors bboord 1o peeerey the niegrty of the religion. Por ihoss
b iy it 1o A ¢ bwanch Bl alvwarys ooimgvmesed el do @ @0 ings
e A cvrn fhesugh fh greal e o e Arabe, sperad roughout Afr,
borrgisl prvan chang, i i £ froem oo fhat tharir dom imsomn evtisguished sl the
ightt eithes of nateral apminsde or of ke, Fod a8 the Teachisg of this people,
s vwrbrom befiers snesn o bave born Iramiferond, [l kearrong was colireiod,
] wiltarmy th Mvsss crossed froms Africa ista Spais, the anciem ek wtssm
thhery Bvsiaghol aover weiths i, garver mrvach isshatance 1o the Culisvation of ketiers,
which wis Them beginnong 6 emenpe feom e darkooows.

This frem ssch ancwmt berars bestors. hove owwed 2 debi i0 Afiiea, [n osar
irul iy, indiont, e patt of the arth® I'u.l.l'rﬂrﬂl‘r[drd L-.-rrh-ﬂu:
i irther Hleng than in learseng, bk that 0 by
wptitude bei iha most eminers Masier of waisdom | mrhhum-l anedl oo
s heTall wis,

Figure 8. A Lanier wrifen By fe Lnkrevmly of Widenbanr (1734, ravd, Stepden Mann and Juslin EH. Smish

18 5 form of poctry wherein the poel emses words from & pre-existing iexi 1o creaie & new piece of writing.
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Then, | meerged the poem with a collage of photographs | ook in an an exhibition: “The
Slisdang Thremt: Untold Stories of Black Britsh Fashion™, curmtad 1o The Courtauld Gallery
between Seplamber 2023 and Janoary 2024, | comciously referred to this specific exhibition,
becouse it ught me about the integral role of iraditional Afnean crafls and garment-making
practices in the birth of contemporary fashion.

Learning Journal Wa




A Black phllosspher in 1 8th century Europe - Anton Wilkelm Amo 112

wearst Wi : .

Although slavery dislocated Anten Wilhelm Amo from Ghana to Gemmany at the age
of four, Ghanaman scholar Kwesi Wiredu suggests a possibility of reintegrating Amo with
African philosophical studies. While making such endeavowrs, Wiredu outlines different
conditions that may qualify an academic work as African despite 15 non-nofive ongin,
Primarily, a text may have “African cultural traces™" or “African concems®™” connecting it
directly to the continent. Neventheless, even if such elements are absent, contemporary African
philesophers may modify non-African studics in comespondence with their interests. Through
this assiattianion, a forcign work may become a pan of African inellectual tradition. In such a
comfexd, Wiredy mesningiully expands the category “Afnican™ by suggesting thal one may even
Afrtcanize the philosophies of extraterresirials =~ . His acknowledgement of culiural
reconfigumiion reminded me of August Wilson's Joe Tiemer s Come ard Gone (1984), In this
play, Wilson transforms Western Christianity into a socio-cultural vehicle that articulates the
lived expericnces of African American people.

In o Torrer s Come od Ceore. Wilson portrays two religions. prospening in Black
communities in the erly 20 Century U.S.: African folk religion and Christianity, Whereas the
former hos chamctenstic “Africon cultural fmees” the latler has infamous conpections to
forced conversion, white supremacy, and impenalism, However, the play emphasises how
Black creativity adds distingtly African tastes to Christianity. For example, instead of going to
Church on Sunday, the characiers perform the Juba dance. During this ritual, the practitioners
express their belief in “the Holy Ghost™ through the dance that iz “reminiscent of the Ring
Shouts of the African slaves™.” Such culiural synerctism positions African Americans as the
pwners of their fuith, independent from “misssicnarfics] spreading [imperialist ideologees] all
around [the worldF* ™ Moreover, since Wilson encourages the actors to improvise the Juba, he
allows them 1o apply ever-evolving African “concerns™ and acsthetics e their performance.

In additicn, the Juba dance gives binh e another Afro-Christian imagery, Herald
Loomis, o freedman whose family disimegrated due 10 emlavement, stars hallucinating while
walching the Juba. In o rance-like stste, Loomas sees hone-people marching on “water (,..)
higger than the whole world™.” Afler sinking underwater, the skeletons resurfisce onshore, gain
Nesh, and then walk towands different directions™, Loomis” enigmatic vision combines three
cissimilar modafs: Jesius walking on water, the Passion and resumection of Chest, and the
Midille Passage duning the trans-Atlantic slave rade. By amalgamating these Biblical and
histonical imageries, Wilson proposes a possability of regonding dissporic expenences as

W wasd Wieedu, “Aume’s Critique of Deseanes” Plilosaphy of Mind™. in A Companion foe Airicaoe Philounmiy
(O fond: Blackwell Poblishing: 2005}, po 205206,

# bl

= hid.

H.-'-w:m! Wilsin, S Thermer s Cove aned Gone { Loedon: Peaguin, 2009}, p 69

# ghid.

B _toe Tirmer 5 Come and Gone, ppe 36-57.

B tor Turmer w Come and Giowe, pp. T0-71
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cultural revivals, spreading African cultures throughout mumerous nations. Such a vindicating
porirayal of cultural dispersal echoes Wiredu's call to expennd and develogr Adncan raditions™.
Furthermore, Bynom, the spintual counsellor who tells Loomis o break sway from his pasi
and wielk kis path like the bone-people™, convevs a message resembling that of Wiredu. He,
like Wiredu, regards that the “optimal flourishing of [African] tradition ™" requires the
prodection of miscellaneows individual sdentities.

To conelude, the “Afncanisation” of Chnstanity i Joe Tumer's Come and Gone
challenges the imperialist and racisi fantasy of crasing African identitics through religious
comversion. Instead, the syneretism in Afro-Chastianity demonstrates limitkess, multitextared
expressions of African culiures and spirits. Coherently, Wilson, who rejects the fixed and
stereotypical notion of “Africanness”, anticipates the following statement by Wiredu: “The
multiplicity of criteria of [African] belonging underlies the possibility and also, indecd, the

B =

desirability™,

WY - Reading Week

Learning Journal W
Feminist and Queer Readings: The Hagiography of Waliong Petros 1

, | Michacl Kleiner's sdition of The Life and Sirugetes of Ow
Mocher Wil Celros

As o queer person of oolour, | felt ambivalent about Wendy Belcher and Michael
Kleiner's translation and edition of The Life amd Sragples of Cure Mother Baling Pefros.

ninally, 1 found the following segmemt particularly compelling: 1 saw some young
nuns pressing against eoch other and bemg lustful with each other, each with a female
companion’,” Such intimate interactions within a nunnery reminded me of how homosocial
institutions oflen become the breeding ground of homoeroticism in arworks as well as 0 real
life. For example, John Addington Symonds, a cultural historian of 19" Century England, notes
that heteromormenivity loses its power in men-only spaces. According 10 has observation, no
auhontanan mle cen stop the membears of “public schools, barmacks, pnsons, convents, [and]
ships™ from enjoying same-sex unions, Moneover, even if a single-gender mstitution belongs
o homophobic authorities, queesr people may enjoy the catharsis of tramsgression by engogmng

= ghid
5 ghid.
:.-Imn'"l Critkpuy ool Dheroeies ' Plilomopdsy of Wi, p, 204,
hid.
2 Gllmwdewos, The Life and Stregples of thr Mother Wilind Pepes, 1873 {trans. and ed. Wendy Belcher and
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in homaerotic interactions in such heavily policed spaces. Coherently, for me, the " lustfial nuns”
i the hagiograpliy (gadl) of Wilins Pewos conjured the image of Bur § 'wi o Clheorleader | | 999,
In this film, director Jamic Babbit cheerfully illustrates the leshlan fove trangle revolving
around the protagonist in a conversion thesapy camp.

However, our seminar convenar Sarm tought vz that “the lustiul nuns™ are likely the
prochucts of Belcher and Kleiner s exaggerative aristransbation of the onginal 1ext, Though
disappointing, this news is nol surprising, for the foomotes by Belcher and Kleiner allude to
their disengagement with Ge'ez. When Gilawdewos published the hagiography of Wialing
Petros m 16TZ, he collected oml accounts of the people in the saint’'s conmunity, Despite such
a historical background of the manuscrpts, Belcher and Klciner do not give suffecient
recaognition ta the authomship of local speakers, Instend, the two scholars constantly compare
their trans|stions 1o those of the falian scholars Conti Rossind and Lanfranco Rices. Even when
Beleher and Kleiner justify their sexualising mgerpretation of the nuns’ activities., they menely
presume that Ricci and Rossini may hove “attempt]ed] to sanitisc the oniginal text about same-
sex desine™ " Their simplifving explanation shows no inention of interrogating how Ethiopéan
focals would have perceived the stor. In addition, Belcher's disinterest in the local reception
corresponds 10 her characterizsation of Ethiopia as an intrnsically homophobic nation, where
people treat homosexuality as a Western vice™.

The dangerous tension between queer representateon and the white saviour complex
made me contemplate the precorious secial pesition of LGETO* people of colour. In our
conversation, my Tellow studemt Pratishia and | agreed that society generally regands
“gueemness” oz o white value, Morcover, we said that such mizconception, 10 4 certain exlen,
has its roots in the explicit Anglicism in gueer terminalogy. For instance, my South Korean
family does not know about my gender identity because they do not know what “non-banary”
means. To make the problem worse, nationalism in previously colonised countries promotes
heteronermative ideologies, arguing that citixens must produce maore offsprings o make the
nadion stromger.,

To express my frustration, [ wrote the lollowing rage-pocm. This work alludes to the
story of Philomel in Ovid's Metamorphases, When Philomel, the princess of Athens, Mghts
against her aggressor, be culs ber wongue with a sword. The severed ongue of the princess

]

"l.l.TinJl::: as the tanl cut ofTa snake “ﬁ“lﬁ. | PR | [:1':,1.11*[! 1o rench M5 mastress” feet
APPROACHING STILL
miy severed longuee

intends 1o offer

ni blow-job

H gGidlwdewos, The Life and Strvgeles of Chur Mother IRELNG Pepror, 1677 (erans. and o, Wendy Beleher amd
Mickael Kleiner, 2005), p. 255,
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to the order of
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Proposing ansther way of "guesnng™ the whdl of Walana Petros

When Wendy Belcher translates the ghdl of Wilind Petros from a gueer perspective,
she aggrandises her project as a remarkable siep in eonpowering LGB TOH people of Africa by
uncovering carly written records on their sexualitics. Mevenheless, Serwail Debele, along with
many other Ethiopian scholars, critigues thar Beleher's Eurocentric approach o the gldl robs
guier Afrcans of their agency and autonomy. Most notably, Debele emphasizes that Belcher's
attempt to “discover Africans through [their] scxual desires™™ causes readers o perceive
Afncan people and their relationships through the distomive and condescending Western lens.
Belcher"s disinterest in the “historic and geographic specificitics™ of Ethiogian scripis results

¥ Semwit Debele, “The Politics of *Queer Reading” an Eihiopian Saing snd Discovering Precolonia Queer
Adncana”, Soweial of Afncan Cuiteeal Stadive 3401 (2021, pp 1-5,
¥ ihid.




in her distortion of the text: She downplavs specific elements inthe gidl, which do not coincide
with European queer theories. Debele, citing Sandra Soto0, remarks that such a homogenising
definition of “quecmess” is reductive. According o them, the most freitful, counter-hegemonic
function of gueer reading is fo undermine the “taken-for-grantedness™" of heteranormativity
by “exploning the contradictory, complex and dynamic ways in which desire and intimacy
unfold in the said time™.™ | fully agree with the arguments of Debele and Soto, hence will
propose a chifTerent Wiy of nlrln:'rn'ng the E'.'u;]l of Wiilana BI,."TI.‘H»:. Rather than h':'pcrwa‘lnrimrlﬂ
sexual desires, | will focus on how the saini challenges the conveniional Christian
understandings of gender roles and family structures,

In Haraee, Zar'a Ya aqob opposes the widespread analogy likening 8 mamied
couple 1o “fthe] master and [the ] servant™.” The nobleman in the text, who imagines conpugal
relationships a5 fundamentally hierarchical, reflects patriarchal gender roles permeating
Christian doctrines. The Bible “permit]s) no woman 1o teach or to have authority over a man*™
because “the hushand is the head of his wife®.” Such sexist statements in the scripture offered
the state an casy opporienity to naturalise the female subjugation 10 males, Nonetheless, in her
gidl, Wilattd Pefros refuses fo reunite with her converted spouse. Instead of revering the
husband as her head, the saint fearlessly leaves the manital bome to pursae a monastic life. This
wioman, who discontinues mamiage to deliver the message of God, subverts the Christian
idcalisation of sifear subwission as the supreme female virtee, 1o addition, the g&d] does not
condemn Walatti Petros” unconventional action as smerafueel. Conversely, it depicts how her
departure from the sexual, and social norm deeply “pleased God*."” In such a context, the text’s
praisal of momastic female eclibacy destabilises the heteronommtive over-valuation of
marriage. Fusthenere, it encourages readers to quastion whether God necessitates women to
become obedient servants 1o their hushands.

Moreover, | would like o answer Semwit Debele’s question about the possibility of
gueering filial intimacies®, As Debele points out, Belcher overlooks how Eheta Kristos refers
to Wilaid Pepros as her “mother.” However, such a filial denomination has the queer potential
of denaturalising the heteronormative family model. For instance. Elaine Scarmy theorises that
the “opening and closing of wombs®* are the driving forces of Biblical narmitives, endlessly
re-cnacting the initial creation of humanity. To paraphrase, God “substantiates’™ the faith of
his moral believers via his interference in every childbirth, Cormespondingly, even Zar'a
Y aqob. who works to dismanile misogvnist religious doctrines, claims that God demands all
humans 1o “conceive and give birth 1o children®®.” As sexuality becomes a Divine mission of
humanity, Christianity leaves ne room for queer familial bonds. Yer, the gid] of Wiilata Petros
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illustrates how the monastic commumnity allows women to ave biologically unrelated ror-fiws
a4 their mothers and sisrers. The spariiually endearing bomds between the mins recall Elizabeth
Freemans gueer re-definition of kinship as “a social and not a biological fact, a matier of

culivre raher than nanene™."

In conclusion, if Belcher heard the actual voices of Ethiopian women insiead of forcibly
Westernising them, she could have found more meaningful ways of mterconnecting Afrcan
and queer studics. Unfortunately, ber cultural colonialism is in opposition o LGETO+
empowerment since “queer’” is not a8 homogenous category 1o exploit The true power of
“quecmess” fortifies when the “open mesh of possibilities™" resists monolithic significatien.
Coherendly, any scholar investigating qucer theories must avoid the templation of Nattening
singulansation. To quote Awdre Londe, “to queer™ means 1o use interpersonal differences as
“springboard|s] of creative [and socio-political ) changes® ™
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| o ble | lity of Lahs Willid Tarsk

In beer writings, Wendy Belcher problematically characterises Ethiopia as a couniry
unable 1o represent ils queer concern without Westem interventions™, In contrast 1o this
Eurocentric prejudice, Afiwirk Gabri-lyviisus fills Labb Walldd Tarid with interesting matils
of gender and sexual iransgressions. In the text, Tobbya, the heroine dressing as a man to evade
persecution, engages in mtimate relationships with the King and hiz female cousim, the Princess,
Her erossdressing ned only destabilises the polasising gender dichotomy but also undermines
the hegemonic naturalisation of opposite-sex attraction. Nevertheless, Aliiwiirk Gabri-lyviisus
ultimately reinforces heteronommative social order, for his text denounces same-sex desine as
love that is “usebess™.” Therefore, the author makes two implications o deny the validity of
homoromantic wnion, First, Tobbya must retam and restore her feamale wentity to mamy the
King. Second, the Princess must siratgfien her non=normative desire and shift her interest o
Tanbbyas twin brother,

Such tight roping berween heteronormativity and non-heterosexual fantasy remimded
me of many South Korean dramas, of which the “queer baiting”™ provokes divided resporses
fromn wiewers throughout several decades, For example, during my childhood in Souh Korea,

| felt imepressible imitation towards a drama of national fame: #/8 Z @802 § &3 (Coffee
Prince, HA07), The plot of this drama 5 miber stereatvpical, resembling miscellaneous

% Flizabeth Freeman et al, A Compamion to Leshian, Gay, Srerual, Transgender and Qucer Stadies {Uniled
Kispdanm: Blackacll Pubilishisg, 2071, p, 204,

B [iye Kosolsky Sedpwick ef al, Fenodencker (Unnied Seaces: Duke University Press, 1593), po 5

51 Ausdre Lorde, Sisrer Cheider (Unssed Eingdoms: Pengusn Booke Limisad, 30190, pp. 127-12%8
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romances invelving mormative gender transgression. Eunchan (2, the heroine cross-
deessing w0 secure a job in & man-only workplace, develops mutual intiemacy with ler male boss.
The boss, who becomes attracted e Eunchan while pereeiving her as a boy, makes a statement
that sounds queer on the surface:

“1 like you. | mo bonger care whether you're a man, a woman, of an alien. | can’t
possibly give vou up, 5o let’s just get o the emd, Let's go as far as we can get,

L FOpy. L7 FAbE 2IMUC|E o) o4 2 e E@eB G gEUM 2
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Yet, the drama, like Labds WEITES Teedk, approves of the love between the two characters only
after revealing Ewnclan’s “true gender™ 1o the boss. Such heteronommative repaiaing of their
relatienship reflects prevalent homophobia in Sowth Korean society, which attempts to fiv mod-
nofmmative desires. Following the natbonal success of Coffee Prince, the media industry
produced multiple dramas of similar marrative strectunes, most cenlfiing on cross-dossing
female heroines. South Korean media critic Hwang Jin Mi (2 21001 points out that such
prendo-queer parratives acstheticise pay romance while uwliimately surng the gueasi-
“homosexual” relationship as “heterosexual™.” For this reason, many LGBTO+ mdividuals in
South Korea deeply despise such drama, However, | recenily found an anicle by film eniic
Cheo Hye Young ( 253 ), which proposes the possibility of queering these romanoes in flimsy
heterosexual garments, Cho argues that the repeated gender transitions of the cross-drgssing
heroines (female-to-male-to-female) fromically expose the fundamental consinnctodness amd
performativine of genders®, Comparably, | will analyse how the straighteming of non-
heferosexual  melotionships  in Labh  WEET  Tarik  umintentionally  denaturalises
heteronormativity,

It is odd how Afiwirk Gibei-lyyisus clarifies that the King's “admiration ™" for
Tobbya “changed into real love™™ when he knew ber trie iy, This statement docs not
comiribute to the development of the plot, nor docs it extra-authenticate the King's love for
Tabbhya, Instead, it exposes an anxiety that (male ) homosexuality may threaten the social order
of the kingdom. Even before the dramatic gender reveal, the wowrisoure famifiarin™ grows
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between the King and Tobbya-in-mens-attire. Thus, the following invitation from the King to
Tsbbyva bears homoremanticomoerolie nuances

“Listen young boy, Wouldn 't vou like 10 live with me” Wouldn® yvou like me to make vou one
of my intinste courticrs, (... ) and confer wpon you (... ) illustrious decorations 2™

If Afibwiirk Gabri-lyvisus docs nod frame the King's feclhings for Tobbya as “an mnooent
admirmtion™. " the relationship between the two characters may draw a dangerous parallel
between politecal amd sexual customs: The King's recraitment of his dafiimate male courers,
anl the “pagan” convention of “possessing every woman (., ) ax his wife™, This enterlinking
of thie court and male homoeraticism dismantles the potnanchal configurations of sexunlity, For
instance, it may allow a courier like Tobbya to “satisfy*™™ other men with his “sweet smile™.”

To prevent the complete dissolotion of pender and sexus] norms. Afiwirk Gabra-
Iywilizus repeatedly highlights how Tobya®s faee ferinine beauty shines out through her “falae”
muasculine disguise. Yet, the emiphasis on Tobbwa's femininity results in another queer marrative.
Tis apecify, the Princess falls in love with Tobbya, who “regain[s] her real [feminine] self and
[grows] more and more beautiful every day ™" At this point of the story, Tobbya “{is] of
miedium suture such & would become a perfect lady™™ and has “fingers (...} as smooth and
fender as Amelmalo™ ™ Monetheless, the Princess becomes drawn 1o our heroing’s physical
atiributes, “always star[ing] i Tobbya whenever she saw him™ " Such overlapping of homao-
and heterosexual atiractions implics that the “delicacy and sweetness of the woman™™ in
Tobbyva, which differentiates her from her “dashing™ ™ brother, may have captivaied the
Prncess. In addition, the wnteraction between the two female characters undermanes the
;lurll'u;:tlim of hcli:rl:mr_!;u:.llil}' s e nn1}' “real H-u\.'l:m." SEmoe Tul;l;:,.'q finds combor m
speaking with a girl, she fafks “more freely and willingly with the princess than with ithe king
or his courtiers™ . Consequently, the King perceives this friendehip o a sign of romantic
reciprocation™, Thus, such dramatic misinterpretation reveals the unstable, porous border
between homosocial mtineey and homorsmantic/homoeratic atrction.

Unforturately, | do pot have sufficient knowledge about gquecmess in Ethiopian
Iiternture 1o produce a comvincing conglusion for my Htermary analysis, Howeyer, the unstable
feterosevuality i Labdh WElldd Temk reminded me of the impact of gender ambiguaty in
different cultures. First, Ancient Romans showed profound interest in the dual-sexed deiry

2 ghid
4 Ghid.
i Wbl
2 fhid.
3 ghid.
& ghid.
5 ihidl.
2 ghl.
KT fahb WWalidd Tk, pp. 260263,
¥ St
2 fhid.
1 ghid.
Tl shid
2 hid.




Hermaphroditas. who fell into all four categories of Greeo-Roman sexualities: Female, male,
pasaive, and active. Secondd, in Tremsgender Hisory, Sosan Styvker details how the dissolution
of the gender hinary complicates the conventional system of classifying erofic desires. When
one cannod discern the semenees and difervnces between genders, labels such as homo- o
heterosexuality lose their monolithic integrity ™', Additicnally, speaking from my culiural
conscienes, gender ambiguily has been a central tseme running through the K-POP indusiry
for decades. K-FOP which started asp }'\'I:ll,llhlﬂﬁﬂr![{!d,l subculture i the 19N, was i.l!“'il}':ﬁ i
a close relationship with queer sesthetics and culiures. In particular, gender-transgressing male
artists have always gained notable attention from the queer and (presumably) beterosexual
public (Figure 1) The mtion's fascinasiion with feminime marcwdininy inirigues me for two
reasons, First, the South Korean public shows less attenion and enpathy towards female atists
defving gemder nomas, Inmy opinien, this double standard indicates that the country imposes
stricter gender roles upon populations assigned female @ birth { AFAR). Funhermore, like the
Princess in Labb Wallad Tarik, many AFAR mdividuals feel attracted to “androgynous™ male
artists, Coberemly, varous Korean scholars attempied 1o track the roows of the female
fascination with androgymoe men, Neventheless, | have not encountered any writing truly
encompasaang the unencding vanay of mon-normmative gemder wlentities and sexual desires
tnggening such a socio=gultural phenomenon

Figunp 70 Garoke-Fanagressing make K-POP artisfs o e sl decades: Tio falf - &5 & f00 Jomg Huk,
dabifed e PO} S J'I:H:I-RIW - Ef [ Toamin, dabuled in 2008) / Baliom Left = Felds {dobuled i 207 8) / Baltom
Right - 52 Wanbin, deboted i 2023)

"2 Sinan Strvker, Trunwpender Hivkory: The Revals of Tokay s Revelufion, Second Ediie {London: Hachetle
LI, 2007}, p. [6




1, a non-binary South Korean expatnate whose queer identily inevitably intersects with the K-
POP subcullure, can only speak from my personal expenence, Correspondingly, | argue that
the studics of non-Westemn, hence under-represented queer cultures require sufficient
represemation of the first-person voices of local LGBTC+ folks. Hoping socicty understands
better queer desires that are not entirely hetero- or homosexual (like the Princess” love for
Tasbbva), | will atinch nyy self~insent fn-poetry starring o gender-transgressing K-POP anist

Wonbin (#H4Y image in Figure 1), Am | allowed 10 do this in my leaming jourmnal? 1 don’t

think so! Bui 1 don't hove any well-defined literary work to anticulate my messy, un-academic
feclimgs!

Lowe in March

Their curvebess, Mar chest
Feowembles the Polish desert looking towards the Baliss Sen
Desalation shimes bright = ahite sunlight
A pender sets of§ b the sky like sand grains

‘When Wonbin lays his head on Them,
Surface tension of a supernamral som blooms
Between boibics overaving like bread and butier

As apwinkling thremd links one (ish w anotber,
Ax sk B Dimk oz river 1o amother,
A laad-back nation links the Second and the Fourth of March

Al the lale hour when the bl lopsens,
Uine af bsi can love the shoukdn"t-be-loved

Tieeir lomg fingers nun theough Wonbaa's hairs

This afifectionane gesnare s motherlilic, Faberly.
Infatuating, quasi-cverlasting, gemtly perfumed
Winh a weens hidden under the pillome

(The original Keraan version of this poom s wploaded o my personal webse:;
|.:l“l|-\._ ik M il e sty P S P ]t A TihLY
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Critique of European Diffusignism




In her essay, Sara Marzagora criticises how European diffusionism functions as
a selF-serving mechanism, essentialising the Occident™s politico-cultural domination over the
Orriend™, For example, she eritiques Franco Moretti, who characterises the modem novel as a
Wesrern imeniion influencing all hierary culiures. From the Moretiian perspective, world
literature is “ome and cqual“," for mon-Western writers must emubate “Western formal
influence™ to create modern literary picces. In such a comtext, Fikre Tolossa argucs that Labb
Wallad Tk 15 not o “world povel™ bat o “fslel™ afterml ol .A.riwﬁri: f_iﬁl'ﬂi-i:,lyﬁxqm i
asaimilate Western narrative features. Opposing such interlinking of Europeaniam and liverary
modernity, Marzagora implics that Westermiation 5 mol the ultimate, solitary dovrway o
internationality, According to her, Labd BENGS Tardd ig o uniquely global vext dismaniling the
Morettian definition of world lemiune, Whereas Moreitn understands non-Western literature
as the local meconfeararon of Westem literary forms, the narrative and forman of Lol B
Tarik chielly respond 10 the inmterculiural ineractions within Ethiopia, Therefore, a closer
interrogation of Afiwirk Gibri-lyvases’ work reveals nultilayerad and mtersecting worlds
within his mation, which the universalist woeld mode] overlooks.

In suppoert of Marzagora, | will explore the “lecated globality™ of Latds Waldd Tarik by
applving our seminar discussion bo the text. First, during our seminar, Sara taught us that the
confinued political contralisation of modern Ethiopia caused people of diverse racial, ethnic,
cultural, and religious backgrounds to co-reside in the same nation. Morcover, she mentiened
that such intermingling of various population groups resulied in significant tensions botween
languages. Comrespondingly, in Labd Walldd Tarik, Afwiirk GEbri-Tyyviss repeatedly depicts
the difficulties of communicating with differem commuanities. For instance, when Wahid is sold
inbo slavery ina region where he “canmot understand the language of the people arpund him™,”
hie shaould assess the siuateon solely by “leok[ing] around and guess[ing] what they meant” In
addition, the king suggesis that the (rod, who “listens te the prayers of all people in their various
languages ™" may promote unily in 3 mdifingaal counry. Such frictions susrounding
multilingualism testifies 1o the following statement by Marzagorn: The dissolution of the
sigular Ehiopian aetfosal Feality inspined Afwisk Gibel-lyyiais to develop a new liverary
form, the imaginary story from the heart™.

Furthermore, as multilingualism complicates verbal conversations between characters,
Labh Walldd Tarid Focuses heovily on social meanings inscribed on bodies, Mot notably, as
Tobbya cross-dresses and pesforms masculinity, she breaks away from the stereotypical roles
allotied to individunls with frmale bodies, Yet, the text calls altention to other somakic schemas,
which it assumes 1o be intrinsic and/or unconcealable. For instance, *[the fingers of Tobbya's
father], used only o holding glass boitles [easily devebop] hard scales as a pesult of daily work
with the axe and similar impediments™.” Accordingly, his “tender bodv™™ is an effective

T Sara Marsagora, “The first Ethsopias novel in Ambhans {1908} and s warkd: Critleal and theareteal
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marker of his noble origin. Additionally, as the author illustrates the homor of slavery, he
specifically notes thar the slave merchant was “as black as Satan himself™ ™ In this manner,
Afiwirk Gibrd-lyvisus porirays skin colowrs as indicators of one’s intrinsic wWoes and virnues.
Swch classed and racialised desernptions of the bodies reminded me of another conversation we
had during the semimar. During our discussion, we briefly touched upon how skin colour
became the social signifier in post-19%h century Eihiopia: It represenied the ethno-racial,
cultural, class, and economic backgrounds of citizens.

In conclusion, Lafle NG Tarik demonstrates comiplex and mulilayered imeractions
between different languages, cultures, religions, and bodies in Ethiopi. Nevenheless,
European academia does not show sufficient inderest in such focal coscermis of the non-YWest.
This lack of interest likely stems from the Occidental pereeption of the Ciient as a homogenous
umit, sharing o traif in common: Their non-Eurepean Cihemess,

My frustrntion with such Ewrocemtric mdifference s growing mpidly, especially
comceming King's College London’s silence abour the ongoing genocide in Falestine, To
elaborate, on the 13th of May 2024, “KCL Students for Justice in Palestine (KCLSIP)” urged
the university 10 “boyeon lsmeli academic institutions { Figure 17 responsible for the aparthesd
arl ethmic cleansmyg m Palestime, Comespondingly, surlier on the 3ih of May, “KCL Palestine
Action group” demanded the universaty to “estabhish links with Palestinian universities amd end
“Iwrazhi” educational ties (Figure 23" Aler reacling the words of these two omganizations, |
realised an unpleasant bios in my higher education programmes. Durnmg my undergradaate and
postgraduate siudies a1 King's College London, the profesiors made me read publications from
“leraehi” umiversities and mught me about antisermitism in Europe. However, | have never resd
publications from any institution relating to Palesting. nor hove | formally beamt abowt anti-
Palestinian violence and genocides, Although thiz might be far-fetched, | want o pose a
question about the Euro-Amencan condonation of lsraeli attocks on Palestine: Adre Wt
authorittes less svmpathetic to Palestine because they consider the cowntry the frrelevant Orher
completely wrrelated to the Wesi? To cite Abdulhafeth Al Khnsat, Europe constantly produced
demeaning caricatures of Arabs and Muslims to clearly separate the Christian and Occadental
“us™ from the pagan and Oriental “them™.” Moreover, in my analysis of the offensive graffiti
in Wroclaw, | argeed that the hate towards the colowred Oer is the dnving force of
Islamophobin m Ewrope. Coherently, | suspect that the tight collusion of Eurocentnsm, meism,
amnd |slamophobia couses the West to condone or perpeiraie violence against the people of
colour in lslamic nations.

"2 ahh IFANGS Tl p. 250,
B Absdalhafcth Al Kb, “The lmage of the Orient s Semmiel Johison's Rasselas™, s Reveureh on Hoanitics
v Sowval Spdemcea, 25 (2011E
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Frguvm 12, instagrmm Posf by "KL Palpsfing Aoad omup”

In addition, the hierarchical divide between the Occidental “us™ and the Oriental “them™
leads 1o another problem, Reflecting enmy lived experience as a Korcan expatniate, [ will claim
that the West regards “East Asian” as quasi-synonymous  with “Japanese.” Euro-
American reprexentaions of Asian cultures excessively focus on exoticising fetishising Japan,
amd “East Asian literary stadies”™ in Western institmtions often revolve around Japanese
literatire. As a person from a former Japancse colony, | found such bias unsetling. Yet, 1 had




o accepd it regardless of my personal feelings. for being colosial requines you 1o conform to
social orders that belinle vou, However, iy atliniede wowards Sapanisone ook & sharp tam as |
attended an art exhibition: “Cute™, curated in The Counauld Gallery between January and April
2024, Since | familiansed myselfwith Asizn and Afrecan studbes o my Comparative Literatare
MA programme, | found the homogenous Whiteness of the Japanese manga {carboon)
characters cerie (Figure 30 | thought: Wis the Sapanese import of Ewmpean ecsthetics o
Fl_]]'m.u.rmf o B COnRiy 5 corfotion of s rerny J'm_,l?qw'm'i:m:" The Courtauld ﬂ,j:l“qr_l,-"x
explanaiions for the anworks soon confirmed my suspicion as they provided the following
diseription of Taishd Roman (A E 0 -~ =)

A Righely infTuential moders ot movestert i dapan, v which e amisis aciively
entploved Europedan pesthettes, adding Aapanese wisrs to the Arr Nowvean s,

During the Taishd period (5 EB{Y, 1912-1924), Japan viciously colonised its neighbouring
nations, stealing lands, crops, naturl resources, aroftsmen, arworks, workers, amnd women
from the colonics, Moreover, 1t 15 notewerthy that the Japanese Empire modelled nself afier
Western imperial regimes, tanslating European imperialism as “kokatairon (5 AR The
political ideology regarding Japan as a unified Family led by the engieror ( 5250, Tennd). Thus,
it is impossible fo separate the Ewropesnism of Taishd Roman from Jopanese impenal
conguests, Monetheless, The Courtauld Gallery, like any other Western mstiution intmducing
Azin o Europe, offered no information about the colonial legacy of Inpanese ars. Consequently,
the artworks" affinity to Ewropean acstheticism acied as a mimor, reflecting the Japanifed faces
of Western imperialism to British viewers. To pamphrase. the West seleciively represents
specific non-Western cultures that adhere 1o their social, political, and cultural inferests.
Therefore, it is undoubiedly meaningful e ask this question about the curment landscapes of
international politics: Wlar does i orean that Ewope shows significaniy greater sympanly
towvards fsrael ene of few non-Eixrepean couniries perifcipaning in Ewrovision?
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Figure 13, Margas af (e “Cobi™ sxhibifion




